Biographical Sketches
Solomon Wright, Jr. (1780-1858) and Zilpha Baldwin (1779-1836)

Solomon Wright, Jr. was born in 1780 in Carmel, then part of Dutchess County, New York. His
birthplace was itself the product of inland migration—an agricultural community formed by families
moving away from older coastal settlements in search of land and opportunity. Solomon was the
only known surviving child of Solomon Wright, Sr. and Mary, and from birth his life followed the
rhythms of frontier-adjacent settlement rather than those of established towns.

His early life in Carmel shaped Solomon’s understanding of land as something to be claimed,
improved, and, when necessary, left behind. This orientation would guide his choices throughout his
life.

Marriage and the Baldwin Quaker 1 egacy

In 1801, Solomon married Zilpha Baldwin, binding his life to one of the region’s most enduring
Quaker families. Zilpha was born in 1779 in Mahopac, a nearby community settled by Quaker
families who had migrated inland from Long Island during the mid-18th century.

Zilpha’s family history reached back to George Baldwin, who emigrated from Buckinghamshire in
1639, arriving first in Boston, then moving to Rhode Island, and later to Long Island. Over
generations, the Baldwins became firmly embedded in Quaker religious life. Around the 1750s,
members of the family moved again—this time inland to Mahopac—where Zilpha was born into a
household of fifteen children.

Her upbringing in a large Quaker family prepared her for the demands of frontier farm life. As
Solomon’s wife, she became the stabilizing force in a household that raised eight children between
1802 and 1822.

Landholding and Stability in Carmel

Following the birth of their youngest child in 1822, Solomon entered a period of relative stability
and prosperity. Throughout the 1820s, he bought and sold substantial tracts of land, eventually
holding well over 180 acres. These transactions suggest a man confident in his economic footing and
experienced in managing land beyond subsistence needs.

Yet Carmel itself remained a place shaped by movement. Though no longer wilderness, it was still a
community of families whose roots lay in migration. Solomon’s prosperity did not bind him
permanently; rather, it gave him the means to choose his next course.

Loss and Decision, 1835—1836

The mid-1830s marked a decisive turning point. In 1835, Solomon and Zilpha’s daughter, Emeline,
and her husband, Alson Banker, left New York for Burlington, part of the newly opened prairie
lands of Kane County. Their migration brought the Illinois frontier into immediate family
experience.

The following year, on April 30, 1836, Zilpha died in Mahopac after more than thirty-five years of
marriage. Her death removed the emotional and domestic center of Solomon’s life. Widowed at



fifty-six, he faced the prospect of remaining in a household defined by absence—or beginning again.
Later that same year, Solomon chose to leave New York.

West with the Next Generation

Solomon’s move west was deliberate and selective. He did not uproot his entire family. Instead, he
traveled with two teenage sons, Elisha and Daniel Cornell (our ancestor), while adult children with
established lives remained in New York. The decision balanced continuity with opportunity: those
still forming their futures would go west; those already settled would stay.

Their journey followed the most established migration corridor of the era. Traveling overland from
Carmel to the Hudson River, they went north by river vessel to Albany, then west along the Erie
Canal. At Buffalo, they boarded a Great Lakes steamboat, crossing Lake Erie—most likely to
Chicago, then a raw frontier town but already a gateway to northern Illinois. From there, the final
leg was by wagon across open prairie to Burlington.

Rebuilding Family and Farm in llinois

In Illinois, Solomon acted with the same decisiveness that had marked his earlier life. Between 1843
and 1844, he secured multiple federal land patents totaling more than 250 acres, establishing himself
as a substantial landholder.

In the early 1840s, his son Ebenezer (Eben) Baldwin Wright and Eben’s family joined him in Kane
County, later settling in Plato around 1844. Eben’s arrival transformed Solomon’s move from a
solitary late-life migration into a partial family reassembly.

Not all paths remained westward. Around 1850, Elisha and his wife, Catherine, returned to New
York, drawn back to her family and place of origin. This return migration demonstrates the enduring
importance of eastern family connections and reveals that the Wrights chose to move selectively
rather than relocate completely.

Of Solomon and Zilpha’s eight children, three family lines ultimately settled in Illinois: Emeline and
her family, Eben and his family, and Daniel Cornell Wright and his family. The remaining children
remained in New York, maintaining the family’s eastern roots.

Prosperity Before the Civil War

From roughly 1850 to 1865, the three Wright families in Illinois experienced a period of notable
prosperity. Solomon, Eben, and Daniel Cornell all became successful prairie farmers at a time when
northern Illinois agriculture was expanding rapidly. Fertile land, improving transportation, and
growing markets combined to reward those who had secured land early.

This period marked the high point of the Wrights’ Illinois experience, before the economic
disruptions and structural changes brought by the Civil War altered rural life across the Midwest.

Final Years and 1 egacy

Solomon Wright, Jr. died in 1858, intestate, leaving land and personal property distributed among
his children. His life traced a clear arc—from inland New York frontier to Illinois prairie, from
inherited momentum to chosen migration. Anchored for decades by Zilpha Baldwin’s Quaker
steadiness, his final years reflect a man willing, even in later life, to respond to loss with resolve and
to opportunity with action.






